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Tsawak-QIN Forestry pile burning
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Overview

❖Burn Plan

❖Open Burning Smoke Control 
Regulation(OBSCR)

❖West Coast Fuel-Smoke Management 
plan

❖Pile Burning

❖Planting 

❖Indicator 4.1.1: Net Carbon Uptake
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❖ Burn Plan

❖ Required to conduct open burning in BC – includes a burn 
registration number for each area.

❖ Includes map of planned burn areas

❖ 3 year term – new areas added annually

❖ Plan covers:

❖ Objectives

❖ Reduction of Fire Hazard

❖ Create plantable spots

❖ Desired Fire Effects

❖ Values at Risk

❖ Prescribed Fire Burn Operations

❖ Patrol Plan

❖ Prescribed Fire Burn Plan

❖ Go No-Go Checklist

❖ Pile Burning: Block Information

❖ Pile Burning: Monitoring Information

❖ Fire Weather Guidelines
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Open Burning Smoke Control 
Regulation (OBSCR)

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environ
ment/air-land-
water/air/factsheets/all_burners_factsheet.p
df

Provincial Regulation under the 
Environmental Management Act.

Defines venting requirements for open 
burning.

Venting is how quickly the smoke mixes with 
the upper atmosphere. 
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❖ West Coast Fuel-Smoke Management 
plan

❖ Designed to standardize best practices in 
regards to smoke management for the 
west coast

❖ Maximize opportunities to abate fire 
hazards while managing smoke emissions

❖ Venting Matrix

❖ Best management Practices allow some 
flexibility in the Low sensitivity zones 
based on:

❖ Proximity to populations of people

❖ Elevation of burn area
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Burning – (The fun part)

❖ The day before burning

❖ Venting forecasts for specific locations

❖ Check fire weather guidelines and 
forecast

❖ Prior to burning

❖ Go-No-Go checklist

❖ Pile burning block information

❖ Resource values and population centers

❖ Test Pile 

❖ Check smoke direction and venting
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Even with all the 
appropriate planning; 
things can still go 
sideways.
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Planting 

❖ Spring and fall planting programs consist 
of  “Roadside” planting

❖ Areas burned after initial plant are visited 
again to plant the previous years burns.  

❖ Target species are:

❖ Fd

❖ Cw 

❖ Minor Yc, Hw, Ss
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Planting Statistics

Over last 5 years (2020-2024)

❖ Average 17,800 seedlings per year in burned areas

❖ Total 89,000 in 5 years (Estimate due to blocks burned 
before planting)

❖ 74.2 hectares worth of land in 5 years or 14.9 hectares 
per year

Species

❖ Cw 56%

❖ Fd 22%

❖ Hw/Yc/Ss/Ba/Pw 22%

❖ After a couple assumptions(80% survival,1m3 per log), 
current value of future logs from 5 years of planting 
burn piles is 16 million dollars (Before harvest cost) 
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Indicator 4.1.1

❖ Average number of piles burned per year 
is 1100

❖ CO2e/unit(pile) 60.09 tonnes/m3

❖ Total per year emissions from pile burning 
=  

 66,000 tonnes

Comparison:

14,350 vehicles worth of emissions in a year

Over the life cycle(60 years) of tree planted 
per year (17,800) in the burn piles they will 
absorb 9,000 tonnes of CO2.    
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Questions?
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